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Who Can 

Participate? 

Any registered Democrat 

may caucus and any 

eligible voter may register 

the day of the caucus on 

site. 

Step 1 – The Precinct Caucuses: 

The Nevada Delegate Selection Process begins with the precinct caucuses on 

Saturday, January 19
th
, 2008. Any registered Democrat may caucus and any 

eligible voter can register on-site as a Democrat the day of the caucus. The 

caucus meeting is run at first by a Temporary Chair recruited by the Nevada 

State Democratic Party and then by a Permanent Chair elected by the caucus. In 

most cases, the Temporary Chair is elected Permanent Chair. 

Doors for the precinct caucuses will open at 11:00 a.m. around the state and the 

meeting will be called to order at 11:30 a.m. However, anyone may continue to 

register and participate as long as they are in line by 12:00 p.m., when viability is 

determined. 

Viability, simply put, is the number of caucus attendees that need to support a particular 

candidate in order for them to be allocated at least one (1) delegate. After viability is determined it is time for the caucus 

attendees to physically divide within the room to determine which candidates are viable and which are not. 

Caucus attendees will have 15 minutes for the first of two alignments. 

When the first alignment is over the Permanent Chair will determine 

which groups have enough caucus attendees to be viable and which do 

not. If a group is deemed viable then they will get at least one delegate 

and everyone in the group must remain in that group. 

However, if a group is deemed not viable then the attendees in that 

group will receive a second chance of 15 minutes to align. Those 

attendees can: (1) merge with other non-viable attendees to form a new 

viable group, (2) join a viable group to increase its numbers or (3) 

choose to not realign and receive no delegates. 

After the second round of alignment, the Permanent Chair will allocate 

the total number of delegates for that precinct amongst the viable groups. Those results will then be reported on caucus 

day so that the percent of delegates won by each candidate can be reported to the media and public. 

After allocating delegates to viable groups, each viable group will elect delegates to the county convention. While they are 

elected by preference groups, these delegates are not bound to that preference at the county convention and can change 

their support. 

Additionally, there is no cap on the number of alternates and any or all remaining caucus attendees can be alternates to 

the county convention. Alternates will not be eligible to run for national delegate as they were not elected as a delegate 

and do not satisfy the three tier requirement. 

Key Information: 

• The precinct caucuses are the first step in the delegate selection process. 

• Any registered Democrat may attend and any eligible voter may register as a Democrat that day on-site. 

• The delegates are divided amongst candidates who meet a minimum threshold of support known as viability. 

• These viable groups elect the number of delegates they have been allocated to the county convention. 

• Delegates are not bound to their preference at the precinct caucus. 

• Anyone not elected as a delegate may be an alternate but will be unable to run for national delegate. 

  

Viability is the minimum 

number of caucus attendees 

that need to support a 

particular candidate in order 

for them to be allocated at 

least one (1) delegate. 



Step 2 – The County Conventions: 

The second step in the delegate selection process is the county convention. 

There will be a county convention held in each of Nevada’s 17 counties on 

Saturday, February 23
rd

, 2008.  

The county conventions are composed of delegates elected at the precinct 

caucuses. Registration for the county conventions must be open for at least three 

(3) hours between 4:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. on Friday, February 22
nd

. 

Additionally, registration must be open for at least two (2) hours prior to the 

convention being called to order, which must be by 10:00 a.m. Saturday, 

February 23
rd

. 

Delegates who cannot attend all or part of the convention may have alternates 

seated via the following process: 

1. A delegate may designate an alternate from their precinct, in writing, to 

hold their seat. 

2. If no alternate is available from their precinct a delegate may designate 

any registered Democrat from the precinct to hold their seat. 

3. If a delegate does not designate an alternate in writing, then the chair of 

that delegate’s presidential preference group, as indicated by the 

delegate’s most recent recorded preference, may designate the alternate 

for that delegate. 

4. If there is no chair for a preference group, the credentials committee 

shall designate the alternate. 

Delegates to the county convention shall indicate a preference for a candidate or 

uncommitted status when registering. Those who refuse to indicate a preference 

will be marked as uncommitted. This registration process shall establish the 

initial strength of each preference group which shall be announced to the 

convention body. 

At a designated time during the county convention, initial alignment will begin 

and delegates will be given one (1) hour to designate a new preference group 

while the convention continues. At the conclusion of this initial alignment any 

preference group with at least 15% support of the registered delegates shall be 

deemed viable. Any preference group failing to reach 15% support shall be 

deemed non-viable. 

Any delegates in non-viable preference groups shall be given 30 minutes to: (1) 

realign to a viable preference group, (2) form a new viable preference group or 

(3) choose to not realign. This realignment shall occur when the delegate 

indicates their new preference to the credentials committee similar to registration. 

At the conclusion of realignment the viable preference groups will be allocated 

delegates based on their percentage of support among registered delegates. 

Each viable group shall elect as equal a number of men and women as possible 

as delegates to the state convention. Specific voting procedures shall take place 

according to convention rules. However, in general, there will be separate 

elections for male and female delegates (however, each may vote in both) and 

multiple rounds of voting for manageable elections. 

Following the election of delegates the convention will continue with its remaining 

business including the adoption of a county platform. 

KEY INFORMATION: 

• Delegates to county convention 

may register during a three (3) 

hour window the night before 

the convention or during a two 

(2) hour window the day of the 

convention before it is 

convened. Some counties may 

offer online or other registration 

options. 

 

• If a delegate is unable to attend 

part or all of the convention they 

may designate an alternate. If 

they do not designate an 

alternate the chairman of that 

delegates preference group 

(candidate) may designate an 

alternate. 

 

• Delegates to the county 

convention must indicate a 

preference when registering.  

 

• At a designated time in the 

convention, first alignment shall 

take place and delegates will 

receive one (1) hour to change 

their initial preference when 

registering should they choose. 

 

• Preference groups must have 

the support of 15% of registered 

delegates to be deemed viable. 

 

• Delegates in non-viable groups 

shall be given 30 minutes of 

realignment to change their 

preference. 

 

• Following realignment, the 

delegates from a county 

convention to state convention 

shall be allocated amongst all 

viable groups based on the 

percentage of support of 

registered delegates. 

 

•  Viable groups shall elect as 

equal a number of men and 

women as possible. In most 

cases there will be multiple 

rounds of voting. 



Nevada has an 

affirmative action 

plan to ensure a 

diverse slate of 

delegates to the 

national 

convention. 

Step 3 – The State Convention: 

The last stop on the way to the national convention is at the State Convention in Reno from May 17
th
 to May 18

th
, 2008. 

An estimated 3,385 delegates will select 26 delegates and 4 alternates to the Democratic National Convention. 

Additionally, Nevada has eight (8) unpledged delegates who are automatically delegates to the national convention.  

The procedures regarding delegate registration, alternate seating and 

preference group viability are the same as the county conventions. The 

election of delegates to the national convention, however, is different 

than the election of delegates from county conventions to the State 

Convention. One primary difference is that all elected delegates to the 

national convention are bound to their preference at the State 

Convention. 

There are four (4) different categories of elected delegates to the 

national convention: (1) district-level delegates, (2) party leader and 

elected official (PLEO) delegates, (3) at-large delegates and (4) an 

unpledged add-on delegate. 

There are a total of 16 district-level delegates divided amongst Nevada’s three (3) congressional districts. For each district 

there is a specific number of male and female delegates that must be elected from each county to ensure an equal 

number of men and women are elected, per DNC rules. These delegates are to be allocated within each district (and in 

the case of CD II county/region) based on the percentage of delegate support a given candidate has in each district. 

Delegates are elected to the national convention by preference groups but must match the table below. 

Congressional 
District 

Total 
Delegates 

Clark Male Clark 
Female 

Rural Male Rural 
Female 

Washoe 
Male 

Washoe 
Female 

CD I 6 3 3 n/a n/a n/a n/a 

CD II 6 1 1 1 0 1 2 

CD III 4 2 2 n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Sub-Total 16 6 6 1 0 1 2 

 

There are a total of three (3) PLEO delegates that are elected at-large by the whole 

convention. For PLEO delegates, two (2) males and one (1) female must be 

elected. Any Democrat elected to public office or any State Party leaders (State 

Party officers or Executive Board members) is eligible to run as a PLEO 

delegate. 

Additionally, there are six (6) at-large delegates broken by congressional district 

and gender. Each of the three (3) congressional districts is allocated one (1) 

male and (1) female delegate. While these delegates are allocated by 

congressional district and must represent that district, the at-large delegates are 

elected by the entire State Convention. 

Lastly, there is one (1) unpledged add-on delegate nominated by the Chair subject to 

approval by the State Convention. 

Per party rules, delegates must also conform to an affirmative action plan ensuring a diverse delegation. Eleven (11) of 

the 34 total delegates have some affirmative action requirement. The affirmative action goals for Nevada are 

 African American Hispanic Native American LGBT Asian/ Pacific 
American 

% of Democrats 7.2% 18.9% 1.9% - 3.8% 

Delegate Goal 2 4 1 3 1 

 

Lastly, the convention selects four pledged (4) alternates to national convention: one (1) female district-level from CD I, 

one (1) female district-level from CD II (Rural), one (1) male district-level from CD III and one (1) male at-large from CD I. 

Nevada has a total of 34 delegates 

and 4 alternates to the national 

convention, of which 26 delegates 

and all 4 alternates are selected 

by the State Convention.  



Step 4 – The Democratic National Convention: 

The Democratic National Convention will convene in Denver, Colorado on August 25
th
, 2008 and will close on August 28

th
. 

Nevada will send a total of 34 delegates and 4 alternates to the national convention. Of these delegates 25 are pledged 

delegates who must support the candidate they pledged for at the State Convention when elected and 9 are unpledged 

and may vote for whomever they choose. 

In order to be declared the Democratic Nominee for President a candidate must receive a total of 2,025 delegates at the 

Democratic National Convention. 

At the national convention there will be an initial “first ballot.” During this first ballot the total number of pledged delegates 

supporting each candidate shall be tallied up and then the number of super delegates pledging to each candidate shall be 

added in. If a candidate received 2,025 delegates in this “first ballot” then a majority is declared and that candidate will be 

the Democratic Nominee. At this time, if they have not done so already, the candidate will designate his choice for Vice 

President. It is extremely rare for a nominee not to be chosen in first ballot. 

In addition to selecting the Democratic Nominee delegates also hear speeches and remarks and vote on the National 

Party platform. Delegates may also be able to serve on several committees that meet before and during the convention. 

The Democratic National Convention is the second biggest Democratic event of 2008 (the largest will be winning back the 

White House on November 4
th
). In addition to selecting the nominee, the convention provides the nominee and the party 

four days of national focus to present our vision to the nation. 

 

The 2004 Democratic National Convention in Boston, Massachusetts 


