
 

 
 
 

DERBY STEPS UP TO CHALLENGE 
VULNERABLE NEO-CON 

 
With strong early fundraising, grassroots support and a 
seasoned campaign team, Jill Derby is well-positioned to defeat 
Republican Dean Heller in a 2008 re-match. 
 
• A STRONG SHOWING IN 2006 
In 2006, Jill Derby put this strongly Republican district in play 
for the first time making headlines nationwide when polls 
showed the race tied at 40-40 two weeks out. Derby lost by 
just 12,500 votes or 5%, with Democratic turnout low—a 
pattern common in off-year elections that disappears in 
presidential years. 
 
• A SEASONED CANDIDATE  
An experienced candidate and expert fundraiser, Derby announced her ‘08 candidacy on February 20th.  
After six weeks of full-time fundraising, she had already raised over $140,000.  She has since assembled a 
strong campaign team and raised over $288,000 in the second quarter, for a cycle total of over $435,000. 

 
•    STUNNING EROSION OF GOP SUPPORT 

Nevada’s 2nd CD has seen its Republican voter 
advantage cut by 40% since November of 2006 
(48,000 to 29,000).  This trend has continued steadily 
since the record-breaking Nevada Presidential 
Caucuses in January and thousands of new Democrats 
are expected to register by November.  This pro-
Democratic shift is 52% greater than the margin of 
victory in 2006. 
 

•    VULNERABLE OUT-OF-TOUCH INCUMBENT 
A rubber-stamp for an unpopular agenda, Heller has 
voted 92% with the Bush Administration in a 
moderate district with strong Western  

independent character. DCCC research shows that only 29% of his district believes that Dean Heller 
deserves re-election, with a full 52% definitely voting or willing to vote for someone else.   

>>Dean Heller was rated as America’s Least Powerful Congressman by Congress.org in 2007.<< 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2006 RECAP 
 

 A DCCC Red-to-Blue 
Campaign 

 Endorsed by EMILY’s List 
 Endorsed by Blue Dog 

Coalition 
 More than $1.5 million raised 
 Closed within 5% in heavily 

GOP district, winning vast 
majority of independent votes 
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